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1
RECEPTACLE CONTACT

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the priority of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/490,028 filed on Jun. 6, 2012, which claims
priority from U.S. provisional patent application No. 61/496,
086 filed Jun. 13, 2011, incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to receptacle contacts, and more par-
ticularly to receptacle contacts with multiple contact areas
with overstress members to prevent contact arms on which the
contact areas are located from taking a permanent set.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Currently electrical contacts or wire contacts are used to
terminate a wire. Wire contacts require a strong mechanical
means of attaching to the wire to create a permanent termi-
nation and a means to mate to a mating contact to form an
electrical connection. For example, a wire contact may have a
crimp end for terminating the wire and a male or female
mating end for a mating contact. Some contacts have been
developed from metal strips or pre-plated metal strips, which
are stamped and then folded or formed into the appropriate
shape. These contacts have a generally box shaped mating
end for mating to a contact having a pin or blade type mating
end. Contacts with a boxed shaped mating end have external
size and shape requirements to fit into a cavity of a connector
and an internal design for providing the mechanical and elec-
trical connection means for receiving and holding the pin or
blade contact of the mating contact. In current contacts hav-
ing generally boxed shaped mating ends, a contact or com-
pliant beam may be the means to receive and hold the mating
pin contact.

However, known connectors typically contact and mate the
pin or mating contact at up to two areas. This can result in a
lack of sufficient physical contact that reduces the reliability
of'the electrical connection and renders the connector suscep-
tible to reduction or loss of connection. Further, vibration or
other motion or movement may result in a loss of connection.

In addition, some known connectors have contact beams
that have a high spring force, which decreases the ability to
control the normal force applied by the contact beam, increas-
ing the mating force of the connector, and increasing toler-
ance sensitivity. Other connector problems may arise from
having the contact beam exposed to the mating pin, leaving
the contact beam unprotected from damage from external
factors.

What is needed is a contact and method of insertion that
satisfies one or more of these needs or provides other advan-
tageous features. Other features and advantages will be made
apparent from the present specification. The teachings dis-
closed extend to those embodiments that fall within the scope
of the claims, regardless of whether they accomplish one or
more of the aforementioned needs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An exemplary embodiment is directed to a receptacle con-
tact for receipt of a mating contact therein. The receptacle
contact has a contact portion with side walls, each of the side
walls has an opening provide therein. A resilient contact arm
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extends between the side walls. The resilient contact arm has
a fixed end and a distal end with at least one first contact area
positioned proximate thereto. Projections extend from the
resilient contact arm and extend through the openings of the
side walls. A weak area is provided on the resilient contact
arm, the weak area positioned between the fixed end and the
projections. The weak area having a second contact area
positioned proximate thereto. The projections engage a top
wall of the opening of the sidewalls as the mating contact is
inserted into the receptacle contact, causing the second con-
tact area proximate the weak area to move into engagement
with the mating contact, thereby providing multiple areas of
contact between the resilient contact arm and the mating
contact to provide a stable and reliable electrical connection
therebetween.

An exemplary embodiment is directed to a receptacle con-
tact for receipt of a mating contact therein. The receptacle
contact has side walls, each of the side walls has an opening
provide therein. A first resilient contact arm extends between
the side walls. The first resilient contact arm has a fixed end
and a free end with at least one first contact area positioned
proximate to the free end. Projections extend from the first
resilient contact arm, the projections extend through the
openings of the side walls. A weak area is provided on the first
resilient contact arm, the weak area positioned between the
fixed end of the first resilient contact arm and the projections
of the first resilient contact arm. The weak area having a
second contact area positioned proximate thereto. A second
resilient contact arm extends between the side walls. The
second resilient contact arm has a fixed end and a free end. A
third contact area is positioned proximate to the free end of
the second resilient contact arm. The third contact area is
positioned laterally between the at least one first contact area
of'the first resilient contact arm and the weak area of the first
resilient contact arm. The projections engage a wall of the
opening as the mating contact is inserted into the receptacle
contact, causing the second contact area proximate the weak
area to move into engagement with the mating contact,
thereby providing multiple areas of contact between the first
and second resilient contact arms and the mating contact to
provide a stable and reliable electrical connection therebe-
tween.

An exemplary method is directed to a method of inserting
a mating contact into a receptacle contact, the receptacle
contact having side walls and at least one resilient contact
arm, the method comprising: engaging the at least one resil-
ient contact arm with the mating contact; moving the at least
one resilient contact arm from an unstressed position; engag-
ing a wall of an opening with at least one projection of the at
least one resilient contact arm to prevent further movement of
a weak area of the at least one resilient contact arm; and
moving a portion of the at least one resilient contact arm about
the weak area of the at least one resilient contact arm after the
at least one projection has engaged the wall of the opening.

An exemplary embodiment is directed to a receptacle con-
tact for receipt of a mating contact therein. A contact portion
of'the receptacle contact includes a first resilient contact arm
having a having a fixed end and a distal end with at least one
first contact area for contacting a mating contact positioned
on the resilient contact arm proximate the distal end. A sup-
port arm is stamped and formed from an area of a wall of the
receptacle contact. The support arm cooperates with the first
resilient contact arm to support the first resilient contact arm.
An overstress member is provided on the wall of the recep-
tacle contact. The overstress member is formed to extend into
the area of the wall from which the support arm was formed.
The overstress member cooperates with the support arm to
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prevent the support arm from being moved beyond the over-
stress member and beyond the area of the wall from which the
support arm was formed, thereby ensuring that the first resil-
ient contact arm and the support arm will provide sufficient
normal force to maintain a mechanical and electrical engage-
ment with the mating contact.

An exemplary embodiment is directed to a receptacle con-
tact for receipt of a mating contact therein. A contact portion
of the receptacle contact includes a first resilient contact arm
which has a fixed end and a distal end with at least one first
contact area for contacting a mating contact positioned on the
first resilient contact arm proximate the distal end. A second
resilient contact arm has at least one second contact area for
contacting a mating contact position on the second resilient
contact arm. A support arm is stamped and formed from an
area of a wall of the receptacle contact. The support arm
cooperates with the first resilient contact arm to support the
first resilient contact arm. An overstress member is provided
on the wall of the receptacle contact. The overstress member
is formed to extend into the area of the wall from which the
support arm was formed. The overstress member cooperates
with the support arm to prevent the support arm from being
moved beyond the overstress member and beyond the area of
the wall from which the support arm was formed, thereby
ensuring that the first resilient contact arm and the support
arm will provide sufficient normal force to maintain a
mechanical and electrical engagement with the mating con-
tact.

An exemplary embodiment is directed to a receptacle con-
tact for receipt of a mating contact therein. A contact portion
of the receptacle contact includes a resilient contact arm
having a having a fixed end and a distal end with at least one
contact area for contacting a mating contact positioned on the
resilient contact arm proximate the distal end. A support arm
stamped and formed from an area of a wall of the receptacle
contact. The support arm cooperates with the first resilient
contact arm to support the resilient contact arm. An overstress
member provided on the wall of the receptacle contact. A free
end of the support arm is formed to extend beyond the area of
the wall from which the support arm was formed. The over-
stress member cooperates with the support arm to prevent the
support arm from being moved beyond the overstress mem-
ber and beyond the area of the wall from which the support
arm was formed, thereby ensuring that the resilient contact
and the support arm will provide sufficient normal force to
maintain a mechanical and electrical engagement with the
mating contact.

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
be apparent from the following more detailed description of
the preferred embodiment, taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings which illustrate, by way of example,
the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective side view of an exemplary embodi-
ment of the receptacle contact of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is an alternate perspective side view of an exemplary
embodiment of the receptacle contact of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a partial longitudinal cross-section side view
taken along the longitudinal center axis of a contact portion of
the receptacle contact of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a partial longitudinal cross-section side view
taken along the longitudinal center axis of the contact portion
of the receptacle contact, similar to that of FIG. 3, with a
mating pin shown in an intermediate mating position.
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FIG. 5 is a partial longitudinal cross-section side view
taken along the longitudinal center axis of the contact portion
of the receptacle contact, similar to that of FIG. 3, with the
mating pin fully inserted in the contact portion.

FIG. 6 is a partial cutaway view of the contact portion
showing bifurcated beams of a respective spring arm.

FIG. 7 is a front elevational view of the receptacle contact
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 is a partial longitudinal cross-section side view of an
alternate embodiment of the receptacle contact taken along
the longitudinal center axis of a contact portion of the recep-
tacle contact.

FIG. 9 is a partial longitudinal cross-section side view
taken along the longitudinal center axis of the contact portion
of the receptacle contact, similar to that of FIG. 8, with a
mating pin shown in an intermediate mating position.

FIG. 10 is a partial longitudinal cross-section side view
taken along the longitudinal center axis of the contact portion
of the receptacle contact, similar to that of FIG. 8, with the
mating pin fully inserted in the contact portion.

FIG. 11 is a partial longitudinal cross-section side view
taken along the longitudinal center axis of the contact portion
of the receptacle contact, similar to that of FIG. 8, with a
mating pin shown in a skewed or wrenched intermediate
mating position.

FIG. 12 is a bottom perspective side view of the alternate
embodiment of the receptacle contact shown in FIG. 8.

Wherever possible, like reference numerals are used to
refer to like elements throughout the application.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In the following detailed description, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough understand-
ing of various embodiments. However, those skilled in the art
will understand that the embodiments may be practiced with-
out these specific details, that the embodiments are not lim-
ited to the depicted embodiments, and that the embodiments
may be practiced in a variety of alternative embodiments. In
other instances, well known methods, procedures, and com-
ponents have not been described in detail.

Further, various operations may be described as multiple
discrete steps performed in a manner that is helpful for under-
standing the embodiments. However, the order of description
should not be construed as to imply that these operations need
be performed in the order they are presented, or that they are
even order-dependent. Moreover, repeated usage of the
phrase “in an embodiment” does not necessarily refer to the
same embodiment, although it may. Lastly, the terms “com-
prising,” “including,” “having,” and the like, as used in the
present application, are intended to be synonymous unless
otherwise indicated.

The disclosure relates to a receptacle contact and method
of mechanically and electrically engaging a mating pin con-
tact with the receptacle contact.

The exemplary embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2 shows a
perspective view of a receptacle contact 10 including a mating
portion 20, a crimp portion 22 and a transition portion or
region 24. The entire receptacle contact 10 is formed from a
stamped sheet-metal form, which is stamped and formed or
bent into the configuration shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.

Inthe exemplary embodiment shown, the crimp portion 22
has a rear insulation member 26 and a conductor member 28.
The insulation member 26 and conductor member 28 respec-
tively engage the insulation and the conductor of a wire in a
known manner. While a crimped connection is shown, the
portion 22 may connect to a respective wire using other
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known technology, such as, but not limited to, insulation
displacement technology. The transition portion 24 extends
between the mating portion 20 and the crimp portion 22.

The mating portion 20 includes a box-shaped contact por-
tion 30 for accepting a respective mating contact or mating
pin contact 32 (FIGS. 4 and 5). The box-shaped contact
portion 30 has a bottom wall 34, a top wall 36 and side walls
38, 40. As best shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the top wall 36 has an
orientation and/or locking feature or locking projection 42
which projects outward therefrom. The locking projection 42
is dimensioned to cooperate with a cavity of a housing (not
shown) to maintain the receptacle contact 10 in position in the
housing. The locking projection 42 cooperates with the hous-
ing to provide the primary retention of the receptacle contact
10 in the housing. The locking projection 42 also acts as a
polarizing means. If a housing into which the receptacle
contact 10 is to be inserted has a corresponding cavity into
which the projection is to be positioned, then it is assured that
the receptacle contact 10 cannot be improperly inserted into
the housing.

Side wall 38 extends between and is integrally attached to
the bottom wall 34 and the top wall 36. Side wall 40, as best
shown in FIG. 1, extends from bottom wall 34 and is posi-
tioned proximate top wall 36. A portion 44 of side wall 40 is
configured to approximate the shape of the locking projection
42, thereby providing a side surface for the locking projection
42 when the side wall 40 of the contact portion 30 is folded in
position. A fold-over flap 46, as best shown in FIG. 5, extends
from the portion 44 of the side wall 40 to provide additional
strength to the locking projection 42 and to prevent unwanted
material from entering the contact portion 30 through open-
ings in the locking projection 42. As is shown in the figures,
free end of side wall 40 and free end of top wall 36 are
positioned proximate each other forming a seam 48.

Each side wall 38, 40 has an opening 50 which extends
therethrough. In the exemplary embodiment shown, the open-
ings 50 are proximately aligned with the locking projection
42; however other configurations may be used without
departing from the scope of the invention.

With reference to FIGS. 3 through 5, the one-piece recep-
tacle contact 10 has a first resilient contact arm or spring arm
52 and a second resilient contact arm or spring arm 54, which
are formed integrally from the bottom wall 34 and the top wall
36, respectively. The resilient contact arms or spring arms 52,
54 extend between the side walls 38, 40. The resilient contact
arms 52, 54 are each bent back from a fixed end 59 into the
contact portion 30 by an angle of approximately 180 degrees.
Portions of the two resilient contact arms 52, 54 extend
toward one another. Free ends or distal ends 56, 58 of the
resilient contact arms 52, 54 have respective freely movable
contact areas 60, 62 provided proximate thereto. In the
embodiment shown, the contact areas are rounded and are
laterally offset, but are relatively close together, so that even
when small contact pins are inserted, a secure and reliable
mechanical and electrical connection is assured. In the exem-
plary embodiment shown in FIG. 3, the distal ends 56, 58,
while offset, extend backward approximately halfway from
the fixed end 59 of the contact portion 30 into the interior of
the contact portion 30. However, other lengths of the resilient
contact arms 52, 54 may be incorporated without departing
from the scope of the invention, thereby allowing the contact
areas to be positioned to accommodate mating contact pins 32
of different lengths. At least in the region of the contact areas
60, 62, the resilient contact arms 52, 54 are preferably pro-
vided with a plating or metalizing layer, such as a gold or tin
overlay, thereby providing an enhanced electrical connection
with the inserted contact pin.
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Referring to FIG. 3, spring arm 52 has a support arm or
backup spring 64 positioned proximate thereto. The support
arm 64 is formed from the bottom wall 34. The support arm 64
is bent into the interior of the contact portion 30 and supports
the spring arm 52 proximate the distal end 56 thereof when
the spring arm 52 is moved downward as the mating contact
pin 52 is inserted, as shown in FIG. 4. However, the support
arm 64 may contact or engage the spring arm 52 at other
locations depending upon the support desired. To assure that
the spring arm 52 rests properly on the support arm 64, the
support arm 64 may be chamfered on its forward end. The
support arm 64 cooperates with the spring arm 52 to provide
additional contact force as the mating contact 32 is inserted.
The additional contact force supplied by the support arm 64
allows the spring arm 52 to apply a substantially higher con-
tact force for the same spring travel.

As best shown in FIGS. 3 through 5, a support device or
support device 66 may be provided on the bottom wall 34. The
support device 66 is provided proximate to, but spaced from
the 180 degree bend. The spring arm 52 cooperates with the
support device 66 to allow the forces applied to the spring arm
52 during the insertion of the mating pin to be transferred
through the support device 66 to the bottom wall 34. The
shape and spacing of the support device 66 can be varied
depending upon the structure of the spring arm 52 and the
contact portion 30.

An overstress projection 67 may also be provided on the
bottom wall 34. The overstress projection 67 is provided
between the support device 66 and the distal end 56 of the
spring arm 52. The overstress projection 67 is provided to
cooperate with the spring arm 52 as the mating pin contact 32
is inserted into the receptacle contact 10. As the spring arm 52
is deflected toward the bottom wall 34, the overstress projec-
tion 67 may engage the spring arm 52 to prevent further
movement of the spring arm 52 toward the bottom wall 34,
thereby preventing the spring arm 52 from taking a permanent
set. The position and size of the overstress protection 67 may
be directly related to the amount of deflection required for the
spring arm 52 to take a permanent set.

In one embodiment, the bottom wall 34 has a support arm
64 and no overstress projection 67. In another embodiment,
the bottom wall 34 has an overstress projection 67 but no
support arm 64. In another embodiment, the bottom wall 34
has both an overstress projection 67 and support arm 64.

A support device or detent 68 may be provided on the top
wall 36. The support device 68 is provided proximate to, but
spaced from the 180 degree bend of the spring arm 54. The
spring arm 54 cooperates with the support device 68 to allow
the forces applied to the spring arm 54 during the insertion of
the mating pin to be transferred through the support device 68
to the top wall 36. No or essentially no force is generated by
the 180 degree bend, thereby generating no stress in the 180
degree bend. The shape and spacing of the support device 68
can be varied depending upon the structure of the spring arm
54 and the contact portion 30.

As previously described, spring arm 54 has contact areas
62 provided proximate the distal end 58 thereof. In the
embodiment shown, as best shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the
spring arm 54 has two bifurcated beams 70 proximate the
distal end 58. Each bifurcated beams 70 extends from a weak
area 76 to the distal end 58 and has a contact area 62 located
thereon. Each beam 70 has a projection 72 which extends
from the beam 70 into the opening 50 of the side walls 38, 40,
as will be more fully described. A non-bifurcated cantilevered
beam 74 is integrally attached to the bifurcated beams 70 at
one end and to the 180 degree bend of the spring arm 54 at the
other end. The interconnection between the non-bifurcated
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cantilevered beam 74 and the bifurcated beams 70 is config-
ured to be a weak area 76 relative to the non-bifurcated beam
cantilevered beam 74 thereby allowing the weak area 76
provided on the resilient contact arm 54 to act as a pivot area,
allowing the bifurcated cantilever beams 70 to rotate about
the weak area 76 and to move relative to the non-bifurcated
beam cantilevered beam 74, as will be more fully described.
The weak area 76 is provided on the resilient contact arm 54
and is positioned between the fixed end 59 and the projections
72. The bifurcated beams 70 are more easily displaced than
the relatively stiff non-bifurcated beam cantilevered beam 74.
A second contact area 77 is provided at or proximate to the
weak area 76. As shown in FIG. 5, the contact area 77 is
transversely offset relative to the contact area 62 along the
path of insertion of the mating contact pin 32.

FIG. 3 illustrates the receptacle contact 10 prior to the
insertion of the mating pin contact therein. In this position, the
resilient contact arms 52, 54 are in an unstressed position.
FIG. 4 illustrates the mating pin contact 32 in an intermediate
mating position and FIG. 5 illustrate the mating pin contact 32
fully inserted into the contact portion 30 of the receptacle
contact 10. Contact area 60 of resilient contact arm 52 is
positioned laterally between the contact areas 62 of the resil-
ient contact arm 54 and the contact area 77 of the resilient
contact arm 54.

As is shown in FIG. 4, as the mating pin contact 32 is
inserted into the contact portion 30, the mating pin contact 32
engages the contact area 60 of spring arm 52. The spring force
generated by the spring arm 52 and the support arm 64 force
the mating pin contact 32 into engagement with the contact
areas 62 of the spring arm 54 as the insertion of the pin contact
32 continues, thereby positioning the pin contact 32 in elec-
trical and mechanical engagement with the contact area 60 on
spring arm 52 and the contact area 62 of the spring arm 54
simultaneously. Alternatively, if the mating pin contact 32 is
inserted in an offset manner or if the mating pin contact 32 is
bent, the mating pin contact 32 may engage the contact areas
62 of the spring arm 54 first. In this example, the spring force
generated by the spring arm 54 forces the mating pin contact
32 into engagement with the contact area 60 of the spring arm
52 as the insertion of the pin contact 32 continues, thereby
positioning the pin contact 32 in electrical and mechanical
engagement with the contact areas 60, 62.

As the insertion of the pin contact 32 continues to the
position shown in FIG. 5, the spring arm 54 is caused to move
toward the top wall 36. As this occurs, the projections 72 of
the bifurcated beams 70 of the spring arm 54 are moved into
engagement with a top wall of the openings 50. This prevents
the projections 72 and the contact areas 77 from further move-
ment toward the top wall 36, causing the contact areas 77 to
become or act as fixed contact areas. As insertion of the
mating pin contact 32 continues, the spring force of the spring
arm 52 and the support arm 64 continue to apply an upward
force to the pin contact. As the contact areas 77 cannot move
further, the application of this force causes the contactarea 77
and the weak area 76 between the non-bifurcated cantilevered
beam 74 and the bifurcated beams 70 to act as a pivot area.
Consequently, as the insertion of the contact pin 32 continues,
the contact areas 62 can move relative to the weak area 76 and
contact areas 77, which are maintained in position by the
projections 72. This continues until the area proximate the
contact areas 77 and the contact areas 62 are all in electrical
and mechanical engagement with a surface of the contact pin
32. The contact area 77 and the contact areas 62 provide at
least three areas of contact between the spring arm 54 and the
mating pin 32. In the embodiment shown, the weak area 76

25

30

35

40

45

55

8

and contact areas 77 are slightly offset, but in other embodi-
ments the weak area 76 and contact areas 77 may overlap.

With the pin contact 32 engaged at both the contact areas 62
and contact areas 77, further movement of the spring arm 54
is limited. Therefore, any further displacement of the resilient
contact arms 52, 54 required as the mating pin contact 32 is
inserted is facilitated by the spring arm 52 and support arm 64.

During insertion of the mating pin contact 32, the mating
pin contact 32 contacts the weak area 76 and the contact areas
77 of the spring arm 54, which provide a “lifting” or moving
force. As the contact areas 77 are spaced from the fixed end of
the spring arm 54 and the contact areas 62 are positioned
proximate the distal end 58 of the spring arm 54, the normal
force required to move the spring arm 54 is reduced. The
mating force or the force required to deflect the spring arm 54
is a cubic function of the distance or length from the bend to
the respective contact areas. As insertion continues and the
lifting of the spring arm 54 is substantially complete, the
contact areas 62 are contacted by mating pin contact 32. As
the spring arm 54 almost fully deflected or “lifted” by the
weak area 76 and contact areas 77, the contact areas 62
engage the mating pin contact 32 with a low mating force and
a shallow mating angle, thereby allowing the contact areas 62
to be placed in electrical contact with the mating pin contact
32 with minimal wear on the contact areas 62 and the plating
thereof.

In the fully inserted position, the contact areas 60, 62 and
the contact areas 77 are all provided in electrical and
mechanical contact with the mating pin contact 32. The mul-
tiple areas of contact allow the receptacle contact 10 to be
used in applications in which higher current levels, such as,
but not limited to, 15 to 20 or more amps are required.

As best shown in FIG. 5, the contact area 60, contact areas
77 and contact areas 62 are spaced laterally relative to each
other, allowing the connection between the pin contact 32 and
the receptacle contact 10 to be stable in environment in which
high vibration may occur. In the inserted position, the contact
areas 77 and contact areas 62 form a flat pad on which the
mating contact 32 can rest, thereby insuring that the mating
contact 32 will remain properly positioned as vibration
occurs.

In addition, as the contact areas 77, contact area 60 and
contact areas 62 are laterally offset from each other, the
receptacle contact 10 provides multiple contact areas even if
the mating pin contact 32 is bent, causing the pin contact 32 to
not engage a particular area. In addition, the multiple contact
areas resist twisting or misalignment of the mating pin con-
tact 32.

In one embodiment, the resilient contact arms 52, 54 are
configured such that all contact areas of the spring arm 54
generate an equal and opposite force to resist the force gen-
erated by spring arm 52. However, the configuration of the
resilient contact arms 52, 54 and support arm 64 may be
varied to allow the contact areas to have varied forces asso-
ciated therewith. In particular, the positioning of the contact
areas 60, 62 and the contact areas 77 can alter the force
applied by each contact area.

As the contact areas 77 and contact areas 62 are trans-
versely offset relative to the path of insertion of the mating pin
contact 32, the plating wear on the mating pin contact 32 at
any particular area is minimized, as the wear is distributed
over different areas.

As is shown in the FIGS. 1 through 7, the one-piece recep-
tacle contact 10 is formed to provide the contact portion 30. In
many prior art contacts, box contacts are required to have
additional material which is folded over the box to maintain
the integrity of the box as forces associated with the insertion
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of'the mating pin contact act to cause the box to be deformed
to spread apart. Alternatively, prior art boxes have welded the
seam together to maintain the integrity of the box contact.
Each of these solutions is expensive as additional material is
required and/or extra steps are required in the process of
manufacture. In contrast, the cooperation of the projections
72 of the spring arm 54 with the openings 50 of the side walls
38, 40 perform the same function with no additional material
needed and no additional manufacturing steps required. As
the spring arm 54 is moved, as previously described, the
projections 72 engage the wall of the opening 50. As this
occurs, the force is transferred from the opening through the
side walls 38, 40. No force is translated to the top wall 36. The
forces in the side walls act along the transverse axis of the side
walls. Consequently, no forces are transferred to the seam
which act to separate or spread the seam. Therefore, the seam
does not require any type of reinforcement, such as additional
material or welding.

With reference to FIGS. 8 through 12, an alternate exem-
plary embodiment is shown. In this embodiment, the one-
piece receptacle contact 110 has a first resilient contact arm or
spring arm 152 and a second resilient contact arm or spring
arm 154, which are formed integrally from the bottom wall
134 and the top wall 136, respectively. The resilient contact
arms 152, 154 are each bent back from a fixed end 159 into the
contact portion 130 by an angle of approximately 180
degrees. Portions of the two resilient contact arms 152, 154
extend toward one another. Free ends or distal ends 156, 158
of the resilient contact arms 152, 154 have respective freely
movable contact areas 160, 162 provided proximate thereto.
In the embodiment shown, the contact areas are rounded and
are laterally offset, but are relatively close together, so that
even when small contact pins are inserted, a secure and reli-
able mechanical and electrical connection is assured. In the
exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 8, the distal ends 156,
158, while offset, extend backward approximately halfway
from the fixed end 159 of the contact portion 130 into the
interior of the contact portion 130. However, other lengths of
the resilient contact arms 152, 154 may be incorporated with-
out departing from the scope of the invention, thereby allow-
ing the contact areas to be positioned to accommodate mating
contact pins 32 of different lengths. At least in the region of
the contact areas 160, 162, the resilient contact arms 152, 154
are preferably provided with a plating or metalizing layer,
such as a gold or tin overlay, thereby providing an enhanced
electrical connection with the inserted contact pin. As the
contact arm 154 is essentially identical to the contact arm 54,
the detailed description thereof will not be repeated.

Contact arm 152 has a resilient support arm or backup
assist spring 164 positioned proximate thereto. The support
arm 164 is formed from the bottom wall 134. The support arm
164 is stamped or sheared from the bottom wall 134. In the
embodiment shown, the end 163 of the support arm 164 is
sheared at approximately 50 degrees from the bottom wall
134, although other angles and configurations may be used
without departing from the scope of the invention. After the
support arm 164 is sheared, the support arm 164 is formed or
bent into the interior of the contact portion 130, as best shown
in FIGS. 8 and 12.

Either before or after the support arm 164 is formed or bent
into the interior of the contact portion 130, an overstress
member 167 is provided on the bottom wall 134 of the recep-
tacle contact 110 and is formed or coined from the free end
169 of the bottom wall 134 proximate the free end 163 of the
support arm 164. The material at the free end 169 of the
bottom wall 134, which has an end surface which is also
sheared at approximately 50 degrees from the support arm
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164, is coined or stamped causing the free end 169 to be
compacted or reduced in thickness as compared to the
remaining portion of the bottom wall 134. The coining of the
free end 169 forms a recess 171 in the bottom wall 134. The
recess 171 extends from the interior cavity of the contact
portion 130. In the embodiment shown, the free end 169 is
coined to approximately half the thickness of the bottom wall
134. The coining of the free end 169 causes the free end 169
to elongated in a direction parallel to the longitudinal axis of
the contact 110 causing the free end 169 to extend into the
area or space from which the support arm 164 was formed. In
so doing the free end 169 overlaps with the free end 163 of the
support arm 164. With the free end 169 formed as described,
the free end 169 forms the overstress member 167. As the
elongated overstress member 167 and the free end 163 of the
support arm 164 overlap, the support arm 164 is prevented
from moving past the overstress member 167 and past the
bottom wall 134. The coining of the overstress member 167
may also cause the angles of the free ends 163, 169 to be
changed from 50 degrees to 45 degrees or other appropriate
angle. This allows the free end 163 of the overstress member
167 to better move into recess 171.

As previously stated the support arm 164 is formed or bent
into the interior of the contact portion 130 and supports the
contact arm 152 proximate the distal end 156 thereof when
the contactarm 152 is moved downward as the mating contact
pin 32 is inserted, as shown in FIG. 9. However, the support
arm 164 may contact or engage the contact arm 152 at other
locations depending upon the support desired. The support
arm 164 cooperates with the contact arm 152 to provide
additional contact force as the mating contact 32 is inserted.
The additional contact force supplied by the support arm 164
allows the contact arm 152 to apply a substantially higher
contact force for the same spring travel.

In alternative embodiments, the free end 163 of the support
arm 164 may be coined or stamped causing the free end 163
to be compacted or reduced in thickness as compared to the
remaining portion of the support arm 164. The coining of the
free end 163 causes the free end 163 to elongated in a direc-
tion parallel to the longitudinal axis of the contact 110 causing
the free end 163 to extend beyond the area or space from
which the support arm 164 was formed. In so doing the free
end 163 overlaps with the free end 169 of the overstress
member 167.

In alternative embodiments, the sheared surfaces of the
overstress member 167 and the support arm 164 may be
coined such that the angles may be changed from 50 degrees
to 45 degrees or other appropriate angle. The coining of the
free end 163 and the free end 169 causes the free ends 163,
169 to elongated in a direction parallel to the longitudinal axis
of the contact 110 causing the free ends 163, 169 to extend
beyond the space from which they were formed. In so doing
the free ends 163, 169 overlap each other.

As best shown in FIGS. 8 through 10, a support detent or
support device 166 may be provided on the bottom wall 134.
The support device 166 is provided proximate to, but spaced
from the 180 degree bend. The contact arm 152 cooperates
with the support device 166 to allow the forces applied to the
contact arm 152 during the insertion of the mating pin to be
transferred through the support device 166 to the bottom wall
134. The shape and spacing of the support device 166 can be
varied depending upon the structure of the contact arm 152
and the contact portion 130.

The overstress member 167 is provided between the sup-
port device 166 and the distal end 156 of the contact arm 152.
The overstress member 167 is provided to cooperate with the
support arm 164 as the mating pin contact 32 is inserted into
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the receptacle contact 110. As the contact arm 152 is deflected
toward the bottom wall 134, the support arm 164 may engage
the overstress member 167 to prevent the movement of the
support arm 164 beyond the bottom wall 134, which in turn
prevents the contact arm 152 from further movement toward
the bottom wall 134. This prevents the resilient support arm
164 and the resilient contact arm 152 from taking a permanent
set. As shown in FIG. 11, the support arm 164 is permitted to
re-enter half way back into area from which it was sheared. In
other words, the free end 163 of the support arm 164 can be
moved to the position, as shown in FIG. 11, in which the
angled surface of the free end 163 of the support arm 164
engages a top surface of the recess 171 of the overstress
member 167. The engagement prevents further movement of
the support arm 164 away from the contact portion 130, which
in turn prevent further movement of the contact arm 152 away
from the contact portion. This ensures that neither the contact
arm 152 nor the support arm 164 will take a permanent set,
thereby ensuring that the contact arm 152 and the support arm
164 will provide sufficient normal force to maintain a
mechanical and electrical connection with the mating pin 32.

Overstress protection is important to ensure that a contact
arm and a support arm maintain proper normal force with a
mating pin even if accidental wrenching of the pin occurs
during assembly or service. However, in low profile contacts
or terminals, effective overstress protection can be difficult to
provide due to the height limitations of the terminals and the
forming constraints associated with the components of the
terminals. The present invention overcomes these constraints
as the contact arm, support arm and the overstress member are
formed from the bottom wall of the contact. As one or more
ends of the support arm or the overstress member are coined
at their sheared ends, the newly angled or elongated surfaces
of the support arm and the overstress member interact with
each other to prevent the assist support arm from pushed
beyond the overstress member and beyond the area from
which the support arm was originally sheared, thereby pro-
viding overstress protection to the support arm and to the
contact arm with which the support arm interacts.

The configuration of the resilient contact arms 52, 54, 152,
154 and the use of multiple contact areas allows for a lower
normal force during mating and unmating of the mating con-
tact pin 32 from the receptacle contact 10, 110. This allows
the contact pin 32 and receptacle contact 10, 110 to be more
durable over numerous cycles, as there is less plating wear
due to the lower mating or normal forces. The number of
contact areas also allows the receptacle contact 10, 110 to be
used at higher current levels, as the number of contact areas
allows the extreme heat associated with the high current lev-
els to be dispersed, thereby preventing welding of the contact
asperities. However, the newly angled or elongated surfaces
also allow the free end 163 of the support arm 164 to be
positioned in the recess 171 when the support arm 164 is
stressed, allowing the support arm 164 to be returned to
approximately its preformed position without taking a per-
manent set. This allows the receptacle 110 to have a low
profile, as the profile of the receptacle 110 does not need to be
increased to accommodate the proper functioning of the sup-
port arm 164.

While the above has been shown and described with
respect to a mating pin contact, the invention is not so limited
and may include any configuration of a mating electrical
contact that is insertable into the receptacle contact 10, such
as a tab, wire, plug or other electrical contact device.

While the written description has referred to a preferred
embodiment, it will be understood by those skilled in the art
that various changes and modifications may be made and
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equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the patentable scope as defined by the claims.
Therefore, it is intended that the patentable scope not be
limited to the particular embodiments disclosed as the best
mode contemplated, but rather other embodiments are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they have
structural elements that do not difter from the literal language
of'the claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements
with insubstantial differences from the literal language of'the
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A receptacle contact for receipt of a mating contact
therein, the receptacle contact having a contact portion com-
prising:

a first resilient contact arm having a having a fixed end and

a distal end with at least one first contact area for con-
tacting a mating contact positioned on the first resilient
contact arm proximate the distal end;

a support arm stamped and formed from an area of a wall of
the receptacle contact, the support arm cooperates with
the first resilient contact arm to support the first resilient
contact arm;

an overstress member provided on the wall of the recep-
tacle contact, the overstress member being formed to
extend into the area of the wall from which the support
arm was formed;

wherein the overstress member cooperates with the sup-
port arm to prevent the support arm from being moved
beyond the overstress member and beyond the area of
the wall from which the support arm was formed,
thereby ensuring that the first resilient contact arm and
the support arm will provide sufficient normal force to
maintain a mechanical and electrical engagement with
the mating contact.

2. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 1, wherein the
overstress member is coined or stamped to extend into the
area of the wall from which the support arm was formed.

3. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 1, wherein the
overstress member has a recess provided proximate a free end
thereof, the recess extends from an interior cavity of the
contact portion.

4. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 1, wherein the
overstress member is elongated in a direction which is paral-
lel to a longitudinal axis of the receptacle contact.

5. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 1, wherein an
angled end surface of the overstress member and an angled
end surface of the support member engage each other to
prevent the support arm from being moved beyond the over-
stress member and beyond the area of the wall from which the
support arm was formed.

6. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 1, wherein a
free end of the support arm is formed to extend beyond the
area of the wall from which the support arm was formed.

7. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 6, wherein the
free end of the support arm is elongated in a direction which
is parallel to a longitudinal axis of the receptacle contact.

8. A receptacle contact for receipt of a mating contact
therein, the receptacle contact having a contact portion com-
prising:

a first resilient contact arm having a having a fixed end and

a distal end with at least one first contact area for con-
tacting a mating contact positioned on the first resilient
contact arm proximate the distal end;

a second resilient contact arm having at least one second
contact area for contacting a mating contact position on
the second resilient contact arm;



US 9,099,796 B2

13

asupport arm stamped and formed from an area of a wall of
the receptacle contact, the support arm cooperates with
the first resilient contact arm to support the first resilient
contact arm;

an overstress member provided on the wall of the recep-

tacle contact, the overstress member being formed to
extend into the area of the wall from which the support
arm was formed;

wherein the overstress member cooperates with the sup-

port arm to prevent the support arm from being moved
beyond the overstress member and beyond the area of
the wall from which the support arm was formed,
thereby ensuring that the first resilient contact arm and
the support arm will provide sufficient normal force to
maintain a mechanical and electrical engagement with
the mating contact.

9. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 8, wherein the
overstress member is coined to extend into the area of the wall
from which the support arm was formed.

10. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 9, wherein the
overstress member has a recess provided proximate a free end
thereof, the recess extends from an interior cavity of the
contact portion.

11. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 10, wherein
the overstress member is elongated in a direction which is
parallel to a longitudinal axis of the receptacle contact.

12. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 11, wherein
an angled end surface of the overstress member and an angled
end surface of the support member engage each other to
prevent the support arm from being moved beyond the over-
stress member and beyond the area of the wall from which the
support arm was formed.

13. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 8, wherein a
free end of the support arm is formed to extend beyond the
area of the wall from which the support arm was formed.

14. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 13, wherein
the free end of the support arm is elongated in a direction
which is parallel to a longitudinal axis of the receptacle con-
tact.

15. A receptacle contact for receipt of a mating contact
therein, the receptacle contact having a contact portion com-
prising:
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a resilient contact arm having a having a fixed end and a
distal end with at least one contact area for contacting a
mating contact positioned on the resilient contact arm
proximate the distal end;

a support arm stamped and formed from an area of a wall of
the receptacle contact, the support arm cooperates with
the resilient contact arm to support the resilient contact
arm;

an overstress member provided on the wall of the recep-
tacle contact;

a free end of the support arm formed to extend beyond the
area of the wall from which the support arm was formed;

wherein the overstress member cooperates with the sup-
port arm to prevent the support arm from being moved
beyond the overstress member and beyond the area of
the wall from which the support arm was formed,
thereby ensuring that the resilient contact arm and the
support arm will provide sufficient normal force to
maintain a mechanical and electrical engagement with
the mating contact.

16. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 15, wherein
the free end of the support arm is elongated in a direction
which is parallel to a longitudinal axis of the receptacle con-
tact.

17. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 16, the over-
stress member is elongated to extend into the area of the wall
from which the support arm was formed.

18. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 17, the over-
stress member is coined to extend into the area of the wall
from which the support arm was formed.

19. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 17, wherein
the overstress member has a recess provided proximate a free
end thereof, the recess extends from an interior cavity of the
contact portion.

20. The receptacle contact as recited in claim 15, wherein
an angled end surface of the overstress member and an angled
end surface of the support member engage each other to
prevent the support arm from being moved beyond the over-
stress member and beyond the area of the wall from which the
support arm was formed.
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